
 

Emergency Services Guidance 

Understanding Lawful Medical Cannabis in Operational 

Settings 

Operational awareness guidance for emergency service professionals 

Healing in Motion provides educational guidance to support emergency service professionals 

who may encounter individuals lawfully prescribed cannabis-based medicines within everyday 

operational environments. 

Although medical cannabis has been lawful in the United Kingdom since 2018 under specialist 

prescription, awareness of the legal framework remains limited across many sectors. As the 

number of patients receiving specialist prescriptions gradually increases, emergency services 

may occasionally encounter situations where prescribed treatment intersects with operational 

duties or public safety considerations. 

Clear understanding helps support calm, proportionate, and evidence-led decision making. 

This guidance overview introduces key principles surrounding lawful prescriptions, outlines the 

everyday reality for patients using prescribed cannabis-based medicines, and provides practical 

context to support informed operational awareness across emergency services. 

The purpose of this overview is not to replace organisational policy, statutory guidance, or 

professional regulation. Instead, it aims to provide contextual understanding that may assist 

emergency service professionals when encountering lawful medical cannabis prescriptions in 

operational environments. 

 

1. Purpose of This Guidance 

This overview provides operational awareness for emergency service professionals who may 

encounter individuals lawfully prescribed Cannabis-Based Products for Medicinal Use (CBPMs). 

The guidance reflects the current legal framework within the United Kingdom and supports 

proportionate, evidence-led responses when prescription status is asserted. 



The objective is to support calm assessment, lawful decision-making, and clear documentation in 

situations where prescribed medical cannabis may be present. 

 

2. Legal Position and Prescribed Medical 

Cannabis 

Cannabis remains a controlled drug under the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971. 

However, amendments to the Misuse of Drugs Regulations 2001 permit specialist doctors to 

prescribe cannabis-based products for medicinal use under defined clinical circumstances. 

These products are known as Cannabis-Based Products for Medicinal Use (CBPMs). 

A lawful prescription provides a legal exemption allowing a patient to possess and use the 

prescribed medication in accordance with clinical instructions. 

The existence of a lawful prescription does not alter other areas of law relating to public safety, 

impairment, or professional conduct. However, lawful possession of prescribed medication 

should be recognised as a legitimate medical treatment pathway within the United Kingdom. 

Operational awareness requires understanding that both legal positions coexist. 

 

3. Encountering Prescribed Medical 

Cannabis 

Emergency service professionals may encounter prescribed cannabis within a range of 

operational contexts including: 

• Medical call-outs 

 • Welfare checks 

 • Domestic environments 

 • Workplace or public settings 

 • Incidents involving vulnerable individuals 

 • Situations involving existing medical conditions 



In such circumstances, the presence of prescribed cannabis should not automatically be 

interpreted as unlawful activity. 

Where prescription status is asserted, the appropriate approach is calm verification awareness 

alongside standard operational assessment. 

The presence of cannabis odour, packaging, or vaporisation devices does not in itself determine 

illegality. 

 

4. Verification and Supporting Information 

There is no statutory requirement for patients to proactively carry prescription documentation at 

all times. 

However, individuals may voluntarily provide supporting information when interacting with 

emergency service professionals. 

Examples may include: 

• Prescription documentation 

 • Pharmacy dispensing labels 

 • Clinic correspondence 

 • Digital prescription confirmation 

 • Packaging issued by dispensing pharmacies 

When such documentation is provided, professionals may consider basic indicators such as: 

• Patient name consistency 

 • Prescribing clinician details 

 • Pharmacy dispensing labels 

 • Quantities consistent with personal medical treatment 

Where uncertainty remains, verification may be undertaken through appropriate professional 

channels where necessary. 

The starting position remains assessment rather than assumption. 

 



5. Medical Use and Impairment 

Lawful prescription does not remove personal responsibility regarding safety. 

Where impairment is observed in operational contexts, normal public safety considerations 

remain applicable. 

It is therefore important to distinguish between: 

• Lawful possession of prescribed medication 

 • Lawful medical use 

 • Observable impairment affecting safety or behaviour 

The mere presence of prescribed cannabis does not automatically indicate impairment. 

Assessment should remain evidence-led and proportionate to the circumstances encountered. 

 

6. Domestic Environments and Community 

Context 

Many patients prescribed medical cannabis consume their medication within private domestic 

settings as part of ongoing treatment. 

In such environments, lawful possession remains lawful. 

However, separate considerations may arise where repeated complaints relate to: 

• Odour 

 • Disturbance 

 • Anti-social behaviour 

 • Environmental health concerns 

In these circumstances, it is important to distinguish between: 

• Lawful possession under the Misuse of Drugs Regulations 

 • Behaviour that may constitute nuisance or disturbance 



The existence of a prescription does not automatically negate nuisance assessments, but equally 

nuisance complaints do not invalidate lawful possession of prescribed medication. 

Each matter should be assessed independently and proportionately. 

 

7. Private Property and Public Settings 

A lawful prescription does not override the rights of private property owners, venue operators, or 

licensed premises. 

Where an establishment operates policies restricting smoking or vaporisation, those policies may 

remain enforceable under private property or licensing conditions. 

Operational awareness may therefore require distinguishing between: 

• Lawful possession of prescribed medication 

 • Compliance with venue or property policies 

 • Potential public order considerations 

Possession status and property rights are legally distinct matters. 

 

8. Documentation and Decision Rationale 

Clear documentation is an important component of proportionate professional decision-making. 

Where prescription status is asserted during an operational interaction, professionals may record: 

• Whether prescription status was claimed 

 • Any supporting documentation provided 

 • Observations relevant to impairment or behaviour 

 • Verification steps undertaken (if applicable) 

 • The rationale for any enforcement or non-enforcement decisions 

Transparent recording supports both professional accountability and public confidence. 

 



9. Closing Position 

Cannabis remains a controlled drug under United Kingdom law. 

However, specialist prescription of cannabis-based medicines has been lawful since amendments 

to the Misuse of Drugs Regulations in 2018. 

These two legal realities coexist. 

Operational clarity requires recognising both positions and responding proportionately when 

prescribed medical cannabis is encountered. 

Where a lawful prescription applies, the exemption should be recognised. 

Where criminal indicators or safety concerns exist, normal enforcement powers remain available. 

Proportionate assessment, evidence-led decision making, and clear documentation support both 

professional integrity and public confidence. 

 


	Emergency Services Guidance
	Understanding Lawful Medical Cannabis in Operational Settings

	1. Purpose of This Guidance
	2. Legal Position and Prescribed Medical Cannabis
	3. Encountering Prescribed Medical Cannabis
	4. Verification and Supporting Information
	5. Medical Use and Impairment
	6. Domestic Environments and Community Context
	7. Private Property and Public Settings
	8. Documentation and Decision Rationale
	9. Closing Position

